
FLATJAKE Comes

To

OTTAWA

Our nephew – Jake Pickett – thinks his uncles are cool. In fact, he thinks we’re so awesome that 
we were the first people he thought of when he was assigned to send Flat 

Jake to visit friends or family in another 
city. 

We didn’t take this assignment 
lightly. We knew this would be 
a good opportunity for both 
Jake and Flat Jake to learn about 
Ottawa - the Capitlal city of 
Canada - where we live.

We were happy for the opportunity 
to host Flat Jake for the week - and 
we knew there would be a lot to 
see and do together. 

We took a few photos and 
thought we’d share them with 
you.

We’re Really Lucky



Flat Jake sure chose a strange time of year 
to visit us in Canada. People usually visit 

Ottawa either in the middle of winter or the 
middle of summer. In Winter, there’s lots of 
snow and ice everywhere and people come 
from all over to take part in outdoor activities 
like skiing, snow shoeing, and skating.

In summer, the weather is much hotter - 
perfect for being outdoors in shorts and 
a T-shirt. There are a few beaches around 
Ottawa, and lots of water parks where kids 
can play.

But the month of March falls right in 
between those two periods - and it’s usually 
very sloppy outdoors because of all the 
melting snow.

We really wanted to  take Flat Jake skating on the Rideau Canal – the 
world’s longest outdoor skateway, but you can see from this photo that 
the ice on the Canal has already melted and skating was impossible.

Getting a Bit of Exercise

Instead, we decided to take 
Flat Jake downhill skiing. While 

the ice has melted, there’s still 
snow around, and the ski hills 
around Ottawa are still open for 
business. We were able to find a 
spot for Flat Jake to try out a pair of 
skis that just happened to fit him.

So at least he got to try one of our 
common winter sports.

Now, Ottawa is in the province of Ontario 
(provinces are kind of like states in 

America), and to go skiing, we had to go to 
another province: Quebec.

Luckily, Ottawa is located right on the border 
between Ontario and Quebec, so it wasn’t far 
away. You can see Quebec in the background 
of this photo – just across the Ottawa river.

In the foreground, you can see the locks of 
the Rideau Canal. The locks make it possible 
for boats to climb from the Ottawa River tot 
he Rideau River – like climbing up stairs.

In this photo, the locks are stuck open, but in the summer they 
open and close and boats can move through.



The parliament buildings 
are the place where 

Canada’s leaders govern the 
country – much like the 
house of representatives in 
America. It’s one of the most 
recognizable buildings in 
Canada. 

Flat Jake didn’t meet 
Canada’s Leader, but he did 
make a friend, as you’ll see 
on the next page.

A Walking Tour

While we were out looking 
at the Rideau Canal, we 

stumbled across a little map of 
downtown Ottawa. 

When we told Flat Jake a little 
bit about each of the landmarks 
represented on the map, he 
got very excited and took some 
time to look over the map (he’s 
standing in front of the map in 
this photo) and pick out a few 
sights he really wanted to see. 

Then we took a little walking tour 
of downtown Ottawa, starting at 
the Parliament Buildings.

Parliament Hill



We made sure to show Flat 
Jake the statue of Terry 

Fox,  located across the street 
from Parliament Hill.

Terry is kind of a hero.

As a young man, he lost his leg 
to cancer (you can see it in the 
statue). To raise awareness about 
the disease, he attempted to 
run across the entire country of 
Canada.

And he made it pretty far on that 
run, but he died before he made 
it the whole way. 

His run inspired a lot of 
Canadians, who continue to 
work towards a cure.

Flat Jake was pretty impressed 
when we told him Terry’s story, 
and wanted a photo to help him 
remember.

A RealCanadian
Hero



We wanted to make sure Flat Jake didn’t get homesick while he was away from his 
friends and family in Frisco. So we made sure to stop by the 

Embassy of the United States.

Because Canada and America 
are such close friends, Canada 
wanted to make sure the US embassy 
was located right in the middle of 
downtown - in a place of honour, only a 
few minutes away from the Parliament 
Buildings!

Unfortunately, we couldn’t go inside the 
embassy - they only allow the public to 
visit the building once a year - but Flat 
Jake was pretty impressed by the outside 
of the building, which is designed to look 
a little bit like a battleship.

A Little Piece of Home



We also wanted to introduce Flat 
Jake to some other members of 

Jake Pickett’s family.

He met Jake’s Grammy and Grampy 
Sinclair (Below) as well as Nana Adams, 
Jake’s Great Grandmother (Left). Jake has a 
lot of family in Ottawa!

Family Visit



Flat Jake also met cousin J.D. Adams, who kindly offered 
to take him to see an NHL Hockey game between the 

Montreal Canadiens and the Ottawa 
Senators. Sadly, we didn`t get photos 
in time to include them with this 
letter - but trust us when we say Flat 
Jake had a real ball with cousin J.D. 
in Montreal!



After a week of skiing, sight seeing, Hockey Games, and visiting family, Flat Jake wanted nothing 
more than to sit back and watch a bit of television with Jake’s uncles. But we had one more treat in 

store for Flat Jake. We introduced him to one of Jake Pickett’s favourite foods – all dressed chips.

Unfortunately, you can only buy them in Canada. He sure gobbled them up quickly! Guess he liked 
them.

Everyone really enjoyed meeting Flat Jake, and we loved having him with us for the week. We’re sad to 
see him go. Hopefully he can come back in the summer when there’s lots of fun things to do like go to 
the beach and play in the parks, or even in the winter when the canal is frozen and you can go skating 
for hours.

Maybe Jake will bring Flat Jake with him next time he comes for a visit. 

Until then, Bon Voyage, Flat Jake!

Uncle Ron & Uncle Melvin


